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Why is pegylated interferon recommended  in Scotland for hepatitis 

treatment but not in England? 

The National Institute for Clinical Excellence is considering pegylated 

interferon and expects to issue guidance in. November 2003, In the meantime, 

NHS bodies should continue with local arrangements for the managed 

introduction of new technologies where there is no guidance from. NICE at the 

time the technology first becomes available, including assessing avail able 

evidence, 
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Goyernn en . i °ate tan [ aril s 

Consultation on the Government's Hepatitis C Strategy for England 

closed on 15 November 2002.. The key messages of the strategy are to:- 

• Raise professional and public awareness of hepatitis C; 

• Intensify eition activities to minimise new infections; 

• increase diagnosis of individuals infected with hepatitis C; 

• Assess those infected and offer treatiner t (where indicated): 

• improve epidemiological surveillance and research. 

Delivery

The strategy will form the basis of an action plan as proposed in the Chief 

Medical Officer's infectious disease strategy Getting Ahead of the Cur se. 

The action plan, to be published in the next few months, will set out a 

clear framework for actions by Government, the NHS and others. 

Furaditr Y of the strategy

• The major component has been included in general MIS allocations to 

support the NICE recommendations on combination ther'apy. 

• Central funding of £1.3 million, over two years (2002/03 and 2003/04) 

for raising awareness and improving surveillance. Funding for future 

years dependent on decision about SR2002. 

* Voluntary sector funding for hepatitis C projects currently stands at 

around £0.2 million for 2002/03. 

• llY prevention funding (now in general allocations) includes health 

promotion for injecting drug users, and is also relevant for hepatitis C. 

• The Department also has a central budget for drug misuse, for the 

National Treatment Agency of £175. ;r million for 2002/03 
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PSLRois To: Charles € : e , F't L, oO i,`%a3 GR0-c i.Gerry 

O/O1!2003 ;13 
RobbjPH6JDCOH1 GRac Z`i#b_ , i, ,`iE. GCt   .GR0_C. 

Subject: toms PQ . Monday 

Thanks for sending over the .new briefing pack. 

(irat stul it:  you could come over to room 418 
n 

R€climoud Hse on Mondr - at l's.3O PS(L) 

will pro bob! ' want another short briefing meeting in We Lord prior to ans Merin . the PQ. 
Please let ow. , know who will be in attendance so that I can or'ti er passes. 

Thanks again 

David 
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