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I provide this statement in response to a request made under Rule 9 of the In ui Rules 2006, dated 30th April, 2021, q rY 

1, Holly Fitzgerald, will say as follows: 

cti 1 • Introduction 

1 My name is Holly Fitzgerald and I was born on GRO-C 1970. My maiden name is Lewis and I worked under this surname until 2017 when I changed careers, 1 now work as a 
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Radio and then ITV Westcountry as a broadcast journalist and presenter. In 
1995 1 moved to ITV Meridian in Southampton where I was initially engaged as 
a broadcast journalist but was soon promoted to news reporter working on the 
6pm evening news programme Meridian Tonight', In 1999 I was working as a 
general reporter but had been given special responsibility for stories relating to 
health issues. 
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7. Prior to the making of this programme I had not been involved in any other 
inquiries, investigations, campaigns, criminal proceedings or civil litigation as 
regards H#V, AIDS, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C infections andlor vCJD being 
present in blood products. 
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we met or the timing in relation to my first meeting with Chris Hodgson, but she 
was also instrumental in my involvement with the campaign. 

12. Chris Hodgson was the driving force behind the programme although Colette 
Wintle was also► key to it being made. They, along with the Haemophilia Society 
were keen to raise as much awareness as possible of the suffering endured by 
the haemophiliac community in their campaign for a public enquiry. Mr Hodgson 
was the main point of contact as he had access to those involved at Treloar 
College. 

• -r 

Jane Price - I think that interview was carried out at Lord Mayor Treloar 
College, 
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Colette WrnUe - this interview was conducted to her home in . GRO-C 
------- 

GRO-C, 

Chris Hodgson - This interview was carried out at Treloar College. 

• 

18. No other prospective contributors were interviewed but not relied upon in the 
final broadcast. 
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approaching the Wessex Regional Haemophilia Centre in Alton. I cannot recall 
who approached the National Health Service, but there is a statement from the 
Department of Health in the programme which I must have requested. I cannot 
recall approaching the Regional Health Authority, but it may not have been 
relevant to request their involvement. 

i 

21. 1 do not recall if any of the bodies named in paragraph 19 above declined to 
participate or assist. 

22. It was my understanding that Chris Hodgson was in contact with a number of 
people who had been treated with infected blood products whilst at Treloar 
College, but who were very reluctant to talk about it because of the stigma 
attached to an HIV diagnosis. He often referred to these people but never by 
name and I had no impression of how many there were or their identities. He 
told me they did not want the programme to be made as people would know 
they were haemophiliacs and students at Lord Mayor Treloar College and 
would therefore find out they were HIV positive. Mr Hodgson was concerned 
but felt the story should be told for the greater good_ My recollections are not 
clear, but I am fairly sure that on the day the programme was due to be 
broadcast he received what he described as a death threat' from one of these 
nameless people. I remember Mr Hodgson phoned me to tell me this, but as a 
team we decided to go ahead because Mr Hodgson believed it was the right 
course of action. 
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As unofficial health correspondent I had good relationships with the local 
hospital press teams who must have facilitated the filming. 

24. 1 cannot recall where we filmed the blurred images of young males playing 
soccer. TV is a visual medium and we needed additional images to tell our 
story. I remember the discussion about needing the shots, but I cannot 
remember where we decided to film them in the end. 

25. 1 cannot recall if anyone else was approached to participate in the programme 
and declined to do so. 

ection  - Tt e 3ro dca 

26. I cannot remember the exact date of transmission. The programme was aired 
on ITV 1 but only in the Meridian Region. 
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Section 4 PoUticians 

32. 1 do not recall if Dr David Owen was approached as a possible contributor to 
'Mood Brothers', 

34. 1 do not recall approaching Alan Milburn MP or John Denham MP but I would 
have made the approach and I would have done so via their parliamentary 
offices. 

35. 1 have never been a member of or a supporter of any infected blood related 
campaign. 
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37. 1 do not recall whether Michael Mates MP was involved in the group's 
attendance. 

38. 1 do not recall approaching Michael Mates MP in relation to the Haemophilia 
Society's campaign, 
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39. 1 am almost certain I attended the flower laying in Downing Street. I cannot 
recall if I covered this as a news item for Meridian Tonight or specifically in 
relation to the documentary. 
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tate lent Of Truth 

GRO-C 
Signed: 

Dated: I / 2021 
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