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I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 8 June 2021. 
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1. My date of birth is GRO-C 11962. 

2. My address is known to the Inquiry. 

3. 1 am currently an executive adviser for a charity. 

Sep 2007 to 2011 Finance and Economy Spokesperson 

Oct 2004 to May 2007 Minister for Health and Community Care, Scottish 

Government 

Nov 2001 to Oct 2004 Minister for Finance and Public Services, Scottish 

Government 
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6. In the opening to my written evidence to the Health Committee on this issue, I 

stated "I have every sympathy with those affected with Hepatitis C through 

NHS treatment. However, I remain to be convinced of the usefulness of a 

public inquiry into this matter. I am not convinced that there are any lessons 

to be learnt that have not already been learnt." 
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12.This statement addresses the criticisms made by the witness. In the event 

that the Inquiry wishes further information from me in relation to my role as 

Minister for Health and Community Care with the Scottish Government, I can, 

of course, provide that. 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 
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