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~ INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

- 2ND WRITTEN STATEMENT OF RT HON JEREMY QUIN MP

| provnde this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Ian|ry Rules
2006 dated 5 June 2023. ‘ ‘

-, Jeremy Quin, will say as follows: -
Section 1:

: 1. I have pre\k/io‘uslyproyided a witnessstaternent to this ~inquirkykin which | set out ‘
: - the nature of the introduotory briefing | received from theCabinet Ofﬁce (“CO") o
: Inquiries Sponsor Tearn (please see paragraph 7 of WITN7526001‘)k‘ l took up
my current role on 25 October 2022 | have been asked what steps | have taken
“ to understand the |mpact of waiting for recognltlon of mdmdual losses on people
:mfected and affected by the use of mfected blood and blood products

2.1 have read the study produced by Sir Robert FranCIs and the interim reports

lssued by the Inqwry and am grateful to both for their as3|duous mteractlon with

‘ the community in undertakmg thelrwork. On 30 November 2022 1 met Dame
 Diana Johnson and Sir Peter Bottomley, the co-Chairs of the All-Party

Parliamentarkaroup‘(“APF"G”) ‘on haemophilia andcontaminated blood. Dame

- ‘Dlana and Slr Peter descrlbed the frustratlons felt by the infected and affected

communlty, and the |mportance they placed on Sir Robert’s recommendatlons
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3. 1 held a second meeting with Dame Diana and Sir Peter on 6 June 2023. l am
also most grateful to them for chalnng a meetlng held in the Houses of
‘ Parlrament on7 March 2023 where | was able to meet and talk to more than“‘
30 representatlves from the mfected and affected communltles and listen to
therrvrews on compensatron, mcludlng about the anxnetyand frustratron they |
- feel while the wait for final compensation COntinues.‘I have received over 90
Ietters from Members of Parliament writing on behalf of infectedkand‘ affected N
‘ constltuents and heard views expressed on behalf of their constltuents intwo
‘ statements | have made in the House of Commons (on 15 December 2022 and
19 April 2023) and in respondlng to a debate in the House on 22 June 2023. In. :
addrtron on 7 June 2023 1 met virtually the Devolved Administrations (the
| Health Mlnlsters of Scotland and Wales and the Permanent Secretary of the
- Department of Health of the Northern lreland Executive). | hope that | can say
that | have a deep understanding of the strength of feeling amongst the peOpIe
‘ dlrectly affected by the tragedy, and the need to find a resolutlon for them as

o qurckly as possnble

| 4. | have been asked morespecifically about paragraph 11 of\rny first statementr =
i ‘, in whiChl confirmed that “no decisionshave kbeen ‘taken on What a ﬁnal scheme
might look llke nor have optlons been presented to me at this stage I can
: - confirm that the ongoing cross- government work is Iookmg in detall at the
k\compensatlon scheme proposed in the Inquiry’ s second |nter|m report and thec
: f stu‘dyproducedkby Sir Robert Francis KC and other optrons. \ ‘

5. Work is contlnurng and has not concluded Some of the issues with whrch we

= are contendlng in fmalrsmg optlons for a government deC|S|on | set out in my
‘response to the Parllamentary debate on 22 June These rnclude consrderatlon; |
of the best way to effectively dellver compensatlon across the UK, including

~ whether prrmary Ieglslatlon is necessary, and workrng through the estrmated

i assocratead costs for the publrc sector

6. | wrote ‘to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 5 DeCember 2022. kThat letter
was written under cover of collective responsibility ahead of my update to the
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House of Commons on 15 December 2022;‘and would‘not usually\ have beenk p

; made public. | have beenasked about that letter in which | confirmed that work
was Undewvay to provide a full response to the compensation\frameworkstudy.

o can confirm that work was being progressed with the intention of being able
| to respond as soon as possrble after the publrcatlon of the Inquiry’s final report ‘
then expected from June 2023 or to make an earlier statement on progress in
respect of Sir Robert’s study if possrble 1 exhlblt a copy of that letter at the e
inquiry’s request[WlTN7526003] noting that it is already in the public domain.

7. lcan also confirm, as stated above and highlighted inthe debate of 22 June
2023, that this work is not complete There are a. significant number of issues
to resolve mcludrng those outl|ned in the debate and noted in paragraph 4

~above.

. Havrng enhanced ‘my understandlng of the issue in November 2022 | was keen

to set a challengmg mternal deadllne to complete con3|derat|on of the Sir

‘ Robert Francis studys recommendatlons by May 2023 as set out in my letter

of 5 December 2022. That trmetable had to be rewsed in recognltlon of the
complex rnterconnectlons between the d|fferent recommendatlons and the

- need to agree a posmon across government that will understand the fiscal
consequences and deliver a trusted and effective scheme. OfflClal meetlngsk
were formulated ata senror level under the Chair of the then Second Permanent‘
Secretary to the Cabinet Off ice. The first meetlng of senior off|C|als was held on

30 November 2022 and the second on 2 February 2023 After an initial focus‘
konan update statement to Parliament, on 15 December 2022, | was keen to

. maintain mOmentum In early January 2023 I asked for more frequent briefing
from CO officials. It was also agreed that the Department for Health and Socral : o
 Care (“DHSC”) would establish a new team to undertake analysrs of the cost

and scale of rmplementlng a scheme (as envrsaged in my last witness

\ statement) Recognlsmg the beneflts of officrals work berng overseen through
‘a coordmated approach at ministerial level | sought the Chancellor of the
: Duchy of Lancaster's agreement to stand up a Small Mrnlsterlal Group (“SMG”) ‘
i ‘bringing together the relevant departments at that level. The Group s terms of

‘ reference are to;
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s Prepare and oversee the executlon of government actron in relatlon to the

| Infected Blood tragedy, \ :

ii. - Burld on work at off|C|aI level by provrdlng Cross- government coordlnatlon on. ‘
‘ the response to Sir Robert Francis KC'’s report the further interim report of the :
‘ f Inqurry related to compensation, and the dellvery of compensatuon to victims of
infected blood; and N

il ;Coordlnate the government response to the Inqmry report when recelved

o9 kThe SMG met ‘for‘ the first time on 22 February 2023, and has met four times
~ since (with meetings on 8 March, 3 May, 23 May and 14 June 2023).
Representatlon at the SMG usually includes, but is not limited, to His Majestys
Treasury and - the Department of Health and Soc1a| Care FoIIowmg the
‘ establlshment of the SMG, | also mcreased the CO resources focussed on the :
k kresponse to the Inqurry helping to support the wider government response. The
‘Second Permanent Secretary resigned on 2 March and her role was replaced
= by the CO Permanent Secretary and the enhanced CO team The SMG is
: supported by cross Government meetlngs of senior officials where necessary
This group is held at Permanent Secretary level, and has met three times (on 2
‘March, 27 March and 26 April 2023) | also met Scottrsh and Welsh Health
Mrnrsters and the NI Department of Health Permanent Secretary on 12 June

12023 to dISCUSS the second interim report’.

10. Flnally, | have been asked when the government mtends fo provrde a !
: substantlve response to the second lnterlm report. | have outlined above some 2 :
| of‘the ongonng work since the second interim report,and the compensatlon g
framework study COis characteristically a conveningdepartment that is to say
‘ -that CO pulls together the relevant departments WhICh are reqmred to delivera
~ partlcular plece of work. | have no doubt that the fi naI report from the inquiry will
be of great assrstance to the government in deudmg its response to aII‘aspects
of the Infected Blood scandal, té‘king into accoUnt the manySCOmpeting factors

facing departments and in the wider context of publicspending. The “

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-cornmuniq‘ue-on-the-infected-blood-inguiry
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government rs taklng posrtlve steps towards ensunng |t IS ready to respond

: : once the mqurry s final report is recerved

Statementﬁ of Trut\h} &

o believ:e that the fa‘cts"kstated in this Witness stétement ‘ar‘e‘ true. S

GRO-C

\“‘1:‘S|gned

:Dated : ; «3/7//2/023
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