
The battle cruiser Repulse which was sunk in 1941 

• Wartime disaster: 
• marked by,,Navy1,,.:,

By R Barry O'Brien 

A C©M'MfEMORAT1'VE out the ships without air 
cover for stamp collectors has cover. The attack is depicted 
been issued by. the.`-̀Royal . on the philatelic cover in a 
Navy to mark. the SOth:anni drawing showing gunners on 
versary: today:: of: the; sinking: 
of the battleship Prince of

the Prince of Wales firing at 
the .bombers. !An enclosed 

~5a.te and; :battle cruiser: test gives details of the ships 
Repulse in ::a Japaitese`3air and backgrounds to their loss. 

• attack on Dee 10, 184W: : , _ 
The loss of the ships, one of 

Newspaper front pages'are 
reproduced on the backs of 

the major catastrophes' of the' 
is

. photographs of the ships. The 
Daily Telgraph report. gives Second World ..War; 

recalled by reproductions` of an hour-hy-hour account by 
front pages from three news • an American radio reporter,. 

• papers, including The Daily 
• Telegraph, inside the cover. 

Cecil Brown, of CBS, aboard 
the Repulse. He was one of 

Japanese bombers and tor-. the survivors._ 
pedo planes based in indo•: The cover is one of a corn,.. 
China attacked the ships in mernorative series by the 
the South China Sea when Navy's philatelic branch. Two 

• they sailed, from Singapore s thousand have been produced 
with four destroyers°to resist for sale in aid of the Fleet Air 
Japanese landings 'at Kota . Museum at Ycovilton, Somer' 
Bahru in north-east Malaya.' set. Survivors have signed 250 

A total of 762 officers and of the covers..:, 
• men, including Adml Sir•Toin. Some covers were taken to 

Phillips, C-in-C Eastern Fleet,'` Singapore last week by Mr 
and. Capt John leach; com•;. Charles Stirling, the Navy's 
tiiander of the Prince of philatelic "officer, for date 

'Wales, were lost. More than stamping today by the Sings-
2,000 of the 3,092 men in both: pare postal authorities. 

• ships ti ere aved. ' ' More' than 100 survivors 

• 
The disaster occurred three visiting Singapore with their 

families`  be taken today days after' Japan" destroyed • the American Pacific Fleet at 
will 

by the. frigate Sheffield to the. 
Pearl Harbour on Dec i. . position. {i0 miles off the Ma-

,Churcbili, the Prime Minis- laysian port of Kuantan, 
ter, was criticised for sending where the ships sank. 

MPs attack NHS ,H 
over Aids money 

By Jonathan Petre, Political Staff 

GDV RNMEil'I`. health offi taken against North West 
cials'were strongly criticised Thames. or another under-, 
by laps yesterday for: their spender, West Midlands 
handling of health authorities health authority. 

• who ."pinched'; money ear- . Responding to a suggestion 
• marked to treat Aids forother, : by .Mr Robert Sheldon, corn-

purposes. 
Mr Duncan Nichol, chief 

mittee chairman, that North 
West Thames had just 

executive 'of the. health ser. 
vier, was closely;. questioned. 

. "pinched"< the money, Mr 
Nichol said 'tea they did. 

by z;Commons public We sought redress which is ,.the 
accounts, committee about nowbeingretovered ' 
the lack of disciplinary action 

: 
"It was something they 

against those responsible for should not have done and we 
• significant lapses. in: Aids have made this very clear." . . 
• spending :uncovered., by the 

National Audit Otfice 
• But Mr Sheldon,. Labour 
MP for' Ashton, under Lyne, 

In a report in the summer, 
• the Office found more than 

added .;;"This is a serious mat-
ter, Money has been allocated 

£15 million granted by the in this way and there has been 
Government to combat Aids an abuse. Nobody has been 

• remained unspent or had 
been diverted to other work. 

disciplined." 
Mr Michael Latham, 

It identified North West 
• 'Later, 
Tory NIP for Rutland and 

Thames regional health Melton,describedtheauthor-
authority • as the worst ity's actions as "a gross fail-
offender, having syphoned off tire of a management." 

• £83 million from its £36 mil- Mr Nichol said he had 
• lion grant in 1989-90 to its accepted the authority's 

buildinc programmes. 
h r Nichol admitted no'dis- 

explanation that it had given 
its distr cts all the funds they 
had Tested.. cipTinary action hXs been reg 
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leave Landon fn)m A different 
s:atttan than usual. while ot{l 
ef's waited much longer fir! 
trains which moved more 
'Iosvty because ell the switch 
nn power to hand .renal. 

:irtg. Rritish Rail was t?Ixra;. 
t rtlt a skeleton service. whit h 
.' ill continue until the dam 
age is repaired. 

A spokesman said 'The 
tieiayswill carryon at least for 
oltlay and maybe into Wed. 

nrsday, because there r'. a f=.rt 
cf complex work invoh, %{t in 
fc.tng the signalling failure; 
I T'ot'e it is repaired we have to 
arty out safety tests." 
Passengers reacted .ingri1v 

's the delays, calling for re-
ftErtds and lower fares

+-•• ., .~•:Le wrs• n af:w.a a.h again riles t.bnstsnaC 
preys.s ce)!rspany, and the new.. 
1) privatrsrd National i kkwer' 
ecc!ricirr gt:nt•raling grrr:rl' 

S si n teft f! r{pri ti, : N "S chief bee~r'srns: the largest 'iriv:rse 
bus operator after 14 aefluisi 
befits iii the' past ark yet,rw. 
rats rebukeding turnover from i5 Mb 
rn in £l millions  

operate 
e for Adds group is estimated to 

?8x111 buses. 

•tag+'coach 
wouunderstood cash abuse 

want to hire trains and scat' 
from Briitsh Kai! hefore U SarrrtAe'r:ben 
being able 11* u'c <ic Own ttlireRt.E'Lt3trtC vfl.r.~4 
trains and crews Stagecoach 
gave up runntne b)ndisn it); A TEAM of MPs reouked 
Scotland bus services two i government officials yester-
years ago to concentrate r;n day for rirlusing to discipline 
at`quirirrg regional groups health authorities foe " ptrielt• 

mg" money front their special 
Aids budgets for ether 

j services 

Members of the Commons 
public accounts committee 
closely questioned Duncan 
Nichol, NHS chief executive. 
and Sir Christopher l tarns, 
the health department's per-
manent secretary, about sen . 
Oils lapses discovered by the 
National Audit Office in the 
government's Aids pro.. 
grartrme 

Mr Nichol aeftttttttt that 
no disciplinary action was 
taken against North West 
Thames and West Miclan;;s 
health autltoritiex fi<r riot 
spending all of their Aids 
budgets to treat and prevent 
the spread of the disease The 
audit report found that North 
West Thames siphoned off 
E8 S million from its
rnillirtt in 1989-90 to its 
building programmes. 

Robert Sheldon. the corn• 
mitres chairman, asked Mr 
Nichol: "How an earth did
this happen' 'they lust 
pinched the moony!•. M r 
Nichol replied "Yes, they diti. 
We sought redress'hich is
now being recovered. it was 
something they should not 
have done and we have made 
this very clear" 

However, M r Sheldon con-
tinued: "This is a serious mat-
ter. Money is allocated in this 
way and there has been ar: 
abuse. Nobody has been des•
cipltntxl arid you say you are 
!tying to put it right firtarciaI. 
ly and not in any other way.' 

Mr Nichol said he had 
considered disciplinary ac -
,ton but accepted the 
authority's explanation that if
had trouble handling a dou-
bling in their Aids budget. 
although later in questioning 
he admitted that the budget 
had not been doubled. 

Terry gabs, Labour M P 
for Birmingham IU ridge Hill, 
cited the case of West Mid-
lands health authority for not 
spending 42 per cent of its
Aids budget in 19S9•9t; Mt 
Nichol said that although he 
was the NHS accounting of-
ficer, he did not seek or re-
ceive an explanation of the I 
underspendutg 

after a be re d dn~ted. 'flu' largest bell, ing rt: 

Polys take Bore 
BYJOIIMO°f;.tr:Mrs. fill. 

POLYTECHNICS scored a taken an increasing
; resounding victory over uriry the prizes in the three yt. 
;erstty rivals yesrerrlap in t'Ft the scheme. Wf)tverhrr 
annual awards fur the m, r Polytechnic whit 
innovative reaching it: higher awards, was the most self education. ',ol enstetuttttn this year 

Oxford and C'arnt.Tridgt% tows'd by Thames atxl 1.: 
w)n prizes for tile filet tome. shire pe)lyte lrJties, w 
but only ten oche" :oieccrctne'r each won two 
featured among tnc x:rilteer:. Oxford Ltrliversse w.) 
POlyteclinie'awon i' of the 2? award for the teach:r. 

€awards presented fry Alan 
Howarth. the h:gr!{:r eituta 

management to engines 
undergraduates, white t 

tarn minister bridge was recogntseti le 
The Parirterr'Etp awards 

scheme is the only tare of its 
manufacturing engine's 
trtpos Salford Uneyrt 

type to re:ognt;c: teaching which wren the prize for
merit in higher education it municareon sl:if€r:. has 
is supposed by '?ti large olio- successful in evert' year o 
panies. offering £4.t00 to a: competition 
ademics in areas of special West London l'etfyied:l 
interest Pc'ly;er}tnizc have the. newest L,f the x; in 

Jailed man `derv] 
THE owner of tht' Knights t^iews at whictr no soli 
isndge safe deposit centre, attended were ;he Jrtairs p 
scene of Britain's biggest of the prosect)tir1n's 
armed robbers' in 1987, was against him. 
Unfairly desired access to a The court is hearing 
solicitor during two crucial peals by Laul and two
interviews with police soon ruin against corry ctuOtt O 
after his arrt,J. his QC volvernent in the raid 
claimed in the Iourl tit ,ap• which gold, silver, paint 
peal yesterday. and cash worth an estirrr: 

Parverz tacit, aced s4, jailed 120 million were ssllesr 
for 18 years on robbery artd Lutif. of Willetd ̀ n, re 
firearms chart es :after his west. London, was sestet trial at the Central criminal by Judge Lyinbxrry in lair, 
Court in 1989, had beers 1985). Peter O'f:)arrot 
arrested in the wvau=.ng morn 

his lawyer's 
aged .37.  of it John's Wt of oft>.c.e as he northwest Londrsn, rrcci 

waited era sec.: hint. Mr John 
Mathew. QC, said 

an 1 1 -year nenteel-^e! 
robbery. 

Police had ddebrrarcly in- David Anthony Poole. a 
tercepted him alter leaning S I. of Wanusworth. 'err 
that he was going to see his west London, wai tailed solicitor before surrendering If) years for rubbery and t 
himself. Subse{.lttert titter- arms fxxsession. A for. 

Scientists get to 

Shine', survey only now 
economically feasible 

KS KI:KKT t iii r 

Ft t I ogler grt•xr ne .ecrs 
rounding loch Nr'' curie 
4oivE',i: this week after t'rt 
tics of setenetlie debate W 
every souvenir seller and 
and breakfast proprietor 
the banks of Britain y lent 
loch will offer ircisrttro% 
Ask' proof that a Ilion 
lurks beneath the grey was. 
the more prosaic questior 
the depth of its habitat 
mains a.Source of argutm'i 

Although the. C;rrirtn 
(look of Recordt stairs i 
loch 'Ness has the great 
mean depth, 42 , ft. in Ilrtr:: 
E{idav's maps art` biased 
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