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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WR!TTEN STATEMENT OF THE RIGHT HON THERESA MAY

¥ pmwde th:s statement in response to a request under Ruie 9(?) and (2) of the Inquiry Rufes
2006 dated 5 June 2023 ‘

I, Theresa Mary May, will say as follows: -
1o My full name is Theresa Mary May. My date of btrth s _____ G ROC 1956 My address‘
‘ s clo The Government Legal Department, 102 Petty France Westmmster London,
 SW1H 9GL. | |

2, Cabmet Off“ ice cctleagues have ass;sted in pmvxdmg relevant documents to me,
where such ‘documents exist. | confirm that | have had oppartumty to review all
documents. | have prepared this witness statement with support from the
Government Legal Department. | sha!i endeavour tcs assist the i mquary as much as |
can recogmsmg the sensitive subject matter aﬁd mportance ofit.

- Rule 9 Reguest

3. | have been asked ques‘tlens re!at ing to my t;me as ane mester | was Prime
Mmlster between 13 July 2016 and 24 July 2019. Specsf ically, | have been asked
about the conssderatson which | gave to campensatlc}n for those who had suffered
due to mfected blood.

WITN7700001_0001



. My Office was mvolved in commumcatmns concernmg the carrect form of i inquiry (i.e.

_statutory or nomstatutory) which department should sponsor the inquiry and how the
mqun'y should be constxtuted My mmlvement with the question of compensatlon was
relatively limited.

. InJuly 2017 | announced an inquiry into ‘the ~contaminated blood scandal
{RL!TOOO1168] | stated at the time and continue to think that thls was an appalhng‘
tragedy which shauld simply never have happened’

o was aware that the Department of Health (“DH”) (as ct was at the time) had runa
consu%tatton on Infected Blood Support: special category mechanism between March
~and April 2017 | |;atsed with DH to request they reinstate components of the 2016
'scheme ‘sourcing the additional funding requtred for this from existing budgets in
order to ensure that the infected and aﬁect&d cantmued to receive support

7. Afongs&de this, a consuitatnon was runmng seekmg views on the form scope and
sponsorsh;p of the mqu ry. That process was due to come to an end on 18 October
2017 and shorﬂy afterwards I confirmed that Cabmet Office would sponsor the
mqwry

. On 08 February 2018 Sir Brian Langstaff was appdinted as Chair of the inquiry and
~in March 2018 a consuitatxon in respect of the i mqulry s terms of reference launched.
~No doubt the inquiry is familiar with the timeline thereafter with hearing ccmmencmg

on 30 Apnl 2019. This announcement only apphed to payments in England The start

of the heanngs coincided with- me announcing that the govemment would increase
‘ the financial support for those infected and aﬁected by increasing the regu!ar annuai
- payments from a total of £46m to £75m :

9 A press release [RLIT0002051] on gov uk on the same day mcluded my comments:
 “The start of the mquﬂy today is a s:gmﬂcant moment for those who have suffered so
- much for so iong, as well as for those Who campa:gned and fought so hard to make
~ lt happen ‘ |

| know this will be a difficult time for victims and thelr fammes - but today will begm a

journey Whlch WIII be dedfcated to getting to z‘he truth of What happened and in
del:venng Justice to everyone involved.” ‘
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The press release also | indicated that in January 2019 the then Mxmster for Mental
Health (Jackie Doyie-Pnce) and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster (David
Lidington) met with the Infected Blood lnquzry team and 12 infected and affected
‘representatives to discuss the need for i zmproved ﬁnanmal support and the desire
for equal support acmss the 4 UK nations.

10.thst the inquiry has asked me questi ions about ccmpensahon I note that my
intention when | announced the mqu:ry was for the vncttms to recewe the answ;ars )
they deserved about how the scandal happened Since the mqu:ry started, my
~involvement was refated to financial suppon which is of course différent to
compensation, ‘ ‘

11.‘! am aware of the then Minister for théi Cabinet Ofﬁce Michae! Ellis KC’s written
mtmstenaf statement [RLJTOOOZ%Z} on 31 March 2022 in which he conﬁrmed that
~ the government had received the report of Sir Robert Franc;s KC, who had been
‘ appomted to carry out a study to iook at options for a framework for compensat:on for

: peopte infected and affec’ted by mfected blood.

12.1 remain concerned for those infected or affected by this appalling tragedy and hope
that thxs statement will be of asscstance to the Inqurry ‘ o

: Statément of Truth

| believe that the faptskstated in this witness statement are{z true.

GRO-C

Signed __

Datedk“ éfﬁfg 2023
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