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HIV transfusion

4_victims launch
payment claim

Bfmomoﬂhmm

THE government faces 8 host
of ew clsims for swift com-
pensation for bealth service
patients who were infecied
i with the Aids virus by con-
1aminated blood transfusions,
A eampaign for the patients,
including road accident Vic-
tims spd women who had
sransfusions during childbinh,
{e being launched now that
£42 million of compensalion
paymients have been agreed
for 1,200 HIV-infccted
haemophilines, .
Abort 170 transfusion pat-
jents sre thought to be in-
fected, but the “govkmment
depies that they havesny right

some of them bave formed an
action goup and will urge
williams Waldegrave, the
health sacretary, (o give
equivalent compensation.
The lawyers have been wait-
{ng until the haemophiliacs'

cases were pesolved, Payments .

totalling £1-5 million for 34
infecied hacmophiliac child-
rem, snd 13 jofinis whose
infecied parent or guardian
has died, were approved in the
High Court on Thursday,
Graham Ross, & Merieyride
solicitor, has formed the
Trensfusion Aids Soluticn
Grovp with the lawyers for 14
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paticnts in the North, He waid:
“The govérnment has com-
pensated the haemophiliacs a8
an act of compassion. 1 cannot
see why that well of compas-
sion should suddenly rup dry
for transfusion patients whase
tragedies are equally real.”
Mr Ross said that he had
10 nstigate legs! action
on behialf of the hasmopbiliach

four years ago. A pumber of

hem had since died, *It ic a
martier of great regret that the
gavesnment did not se¢ fit 0
show compassion four ysars
" he ssid. “These are
r“:;M L, women ‘&!u children
are dying ust ihe
were glvens: infeclad‘-‘*btool
Tir¢ is rot on their side.”
They had been the unlucky
fow among millions of peoplé
who feceived iransfusions
during the early and mid-
Fighties before blood dona-
tons were routinely sereened.
The goverpment says the
palienis &ne 0ot in the same
calepory as the haemophiliacs
because they did not have A
life-long, hereditary condilion
when given contaminated
ansfusions and they were
lese likely 1o have the wesk-
ened immune systams rezult-
ing fram use of blood<loning
s 018 on haemophiliacs.
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