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The announcement to Parliament on 23 April 2008 that the Scottish Government would hold a public inquiry acknowledged that those affected had campaigned long and hard for a public inquiry. It remains Ms Sturgeon's intention that a thorough inquiry under section 28 of the Inquiries Act should get to the bottom of what happened. 

The Scottish Inquiry is not waiting for the findings of the Archer Inquiry to be published before beginning. It is the case that the minutes of meetings between officials and the St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG (\ tieAA~. www.scotland.gov.uk ,s~z a • .iyo.
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Patient Group Forum to discuss various aspects of the Inquiry are indeed confidential. This 
is because these meetings were carried out with the understanding from the outset and 
agreement of all present, that the discussions were confidential. Officials need to deliberate 
issues and communicate a frank and open exchange of views with stakeholders without 
inhibition in order to perform their functions properly. Knowing that the discussions would be 
made public would have had a substantially inhibiting effect on the meetings and damage 
the quality of future meetings. 
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I hope this reply is helpful. 

GRO-C 

Mark Dorrian 
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