
Are there airy measures which could be taken to reduce the risk of r vCil? 
transmission in blood? 

We do not know whether nvCJD is transmissible in this way, but that we cannot assume 
it behaves in the same way as classic CJD. We will be considering whether there are 
additional measures which we could take. 
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How long would it take to set it. up? 
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We have accepted SEAC's advice to carry out a risk assessment. We n to see what it 
shows, and make the decision in that light. The Government will continue to take 
whatever steps are necessary to protect the public. 

What about the research by Oesch et al published in Nature on 6 November 
describing a test to detect nvCJP- can you use this to test blood? 

This work is an important step in the development of an in-vivo test for BSE and nvCJD. 
Further research is still required to validate the efficacy of this test and to extend it to the 
detection of very small amounts of abnormal prion in fluids such as blood. 

MAFF and the Department of Health have been in discussion with Professor Oesch and 
others on the development of this kind of approach into a simple on-line tsest for TSEs. 
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Background 
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Albumin and Factor VIII 

What are thçy used for? 
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ich hospitals and Centres have received products? 
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In CMO's statement of 6 October he said that there had been no withdrawal of 
blood products where one of the contributing donors had developed CJD. rhy the 
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You have previously said that one suspected and three confirmed cases where 
patients died of nvCJD were blood donors - have these all been traced?. 
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What are you  telling them®: 

You are withdrawinga roduct because it might cause harm and ytpeople who 
mightighta1readv have been affected won't be told? Don't they have a right to know? 

At present there is no benefit to recipients in informing them that they might possibly 
have come in contact with the nvCJD agent, as what evidence there is suggests that any 
risk is negligible. There is no way of telling whether any recipient has contracted 
nvCJD, and even if there was, there is no treatment that could be offered to them. 

These are very difficult decisions which have been considered on more than one occasion 
by the Ethical Committee overseeing the epidemiological study. They took the view that 
the study to trace the recipients should be carried out anonymously, in view of the very 
low risk of transmission, the lack of a diagnostic test and the absence of any treatment for 
the condition. 
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This will of course be kept under review in the light of scientific advances and the advice 
from national and international expert committees. 
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Shouldn't you only take blood from vegetarians? 
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Our blood stocks are already under severe pressure and we need, now more than ever, to 
increase - not decrease - the number of regular donors. It is therefore vital that this latest 
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