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1. You are aware that an issue arose yesterday regarding the above and that CMO 
called a meeting this morning to ascertain, as far as possible, the facts of the situation and 
to determine what action was required. This note is to alert Secretary of State to the 
current position and action in progress. 

The issue 
2. The Bio Products Laboratory (BPL) met yesterday with representatives of Pasteur 

Merineux Connaught (PMC) when the latter informed BPL that they were discontinuing 
with immediate effect the contract under which BPL had supplied albumin to be used in 
the manufacture of a range of blood products. PMC claimed that this was, in part, 
related to a new restriction which the French authorities are expected to impose shortly on 
the importation into France of any plasma product derived from UK donors, citing 
concern about the risk of transmission of nvCJD in the UK. 
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Scientific Background 
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8. There is, however, no test currently available which enables infection with CJD 
to be identified in the blood of living persons, nor is there a current technique sensitive 
enough to enable prions to be detected in human plasma (although a significant amount of 
research is currently being undertaken in these areas). Our current knowledge is based 
on the study of sporadic CJD and it would not be wise to assume a direct comparison 
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with nvGTD about which much less is known. 
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10. The latest Council of Europe guidance on the matter (issued by the Committee of 
Experts on Blood Transfusion and Immunohaematology - September 1997) recommends 
increased worldwide surveillance, significantly enhanced research efforts in this area, and 
the application of strict donor selection criteria. The Department is taking action in all 
three areas. 

Political/public health implications 
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14. We have confirmed with the CJD Surveillance Unit and with colleagues in the 
relevant research fields that there is at present no test or technique at a sufficient stage of 
development which might be deployed to provide evidence to disprove the theoretical 
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risk. However, Professor Collinge has indicated that he is prepared to carry out his 
immuno blotting test on blood samples taken from nvCJD patients to see if PrP~` (the 
abnormal form of prion protein associated with transmissible spongiform encephalopathy -
TSE) can be detected. We have therefore arranged for Professor Collinge to contact Dr 
Will at the CJD surveillance unit about the supply of the necessary blood samples. 
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16. In the circumstances, given that there is no new evidence and there has been no 
official notification of the action, we would recommend that the Department maintain a 
watching brief for the time being and adopt a low key response to the French action. We 
would suggest that the following Departmental line be taken: 
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17. Meantime, we are arranging for members of MSBT and SEAC to meet, hopefully 
Il early next week, to discuss preparation of a joint statement. We will also maintain a 

close watch on the situation in Europe and continue to monitor research and developments 
in this area. We will of course keep you advised of any new developments, and in 
particular, of the outcome of Professor Collinge's experiment (para 14). 

Christine Corrigan 
HSD 1 C 
416, WEL 
Ext: L. ! -C... 
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