
Well. ;Lc you know there is riot a lot of scientific evidence so far as to how CJD is transmitted and we 
,r a rc:spu1i abh: sn'."lce.::titteiue1y sensitive to public 'sI1A'iery and we lrave been aware of the 
hosinli is of dtftttent :cintitic evidence but tioun the I t of August 1996 we actually introduced a 
donor sesaton direct questioning of donors to find out if they have any Ielatives who have been affected 
by CID. now we know there is a type of CJD that tends to run in families and this is the reason for 
actutily Juroducuig this. but I think one should not get too anxious at the moment but be cautious 

PRESL N I*FR 

• How dog you assess the risks then of blood supplies being infected when you cannot immediatly detect 
that CID agent is in the blood 

DOCTC)R 

Well iit:~iu, I mein you ;uc so far aware that there is not very much available, it is a fairly new 
development but I understand that in cases which have been explored abroad where for example a 
blood donor has been found to develop CJ I) there has been no evidence at all that recipients of his 
blood ltavt developed CJI) and in that, despite autyttiatg else that has to be reassuring 

PRFSl N't1_R 

_tui yu ioyilt Ilia ssk: t>f contraction of C)D tiom blood supplies is vet} small then 

1.:)f7C7'c_tl% 

Tile ansv'::r is that we do not know, we are assuming lust of all that it is mansrrtittable by blood and we 
In nor know that 

• NJtFSEti'I'E.lt 

arc ;ol,o rrnt.kirn; a lot of ;issumptinn ;about titmily history here, one that the person donating blood 
is indeed tallin-t~, you the truth abou t their family history and two that they actually know wether 
somebody in their family -lied of CCJL) or not 

DC)C'1'(: )R 

\Volt a};trin there has been a lot of information in the press about CID and alot - I mean I do read the 
papers and of course we had a lot of questiotu aswell, we are assuming, we have to assume that what the donrns have told us is the truth and I -mint remind you that we have one of the safest transfusion servic-es in the world, as fat as you, you know other reasons are concerned, so we are doing the best we can 
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PRESENT] R 

I)r KL.hinciirPH i from the transfusion medicine service ar. the Leeds Blood centre thank you for ioining 
us. also with me is IN Martin Shwei¢eti PHI of course Consultant in Public Health at Leeds Health 
Autheirity. Good Afternoon, should we be alarmed, are we right to be alarmed by this story 

1 do rot think alarm is quite appropriate, I think we ought to be interested and we should be pressing 
that there is contirtued surveilertce, observation and ten proper Public Health approaches taken for the 
whole CJ i) i:Eue 

PKES NTF.R 

• 'Pali. r-utre re-, e arch rcially 

DOCTOR 

'.Veil ri:oi !.hnn rQ.Cnn_h • I think we acuralty need to nranitor caretiully exactly what is happening, but it 
is sensihle to hire in mind two thing . erie is that at this moment In time we have not got a single 
human case of CJI) either presentiv linked to BE in cattle and that problem or anything in the past 
where we can de(irtately say it was a blood transfusion unit caused the problem. .50 there is no historical 
pust:ncc, this dues not mean we a`lou'd not be concerned 

PRESENTER 

Ii rrik_s o that we loony preci.ou= little, maybe even dangerously little about UJD :trrcl indeed its links 
with ESP: and how ihur could com.: thmueh a blood transfusion 

DOCTOR 

Well I think that is ;rbsolutely right and we certainly do need to encourage the government to have 
• cnrnpnehesive research programme. the results of which are sensibly put into the public as soon as the 

information Is zviilable acid has been validated_ we have also got to bare in mind that people who have 
made r"teir, t,:eil conic to their own corclusirnr that it is quite sensible and rational to continue eating 
hee lr caa e they have come to the conclusion that the risks to themselves is ve'ty small, the rider of 
.atins heat mint be several folds higher than risks nt•receitirtg a blood transfusion. although I would 
l,.:ra;rrall; be lc ppl to have a blood tiaf.,fu_;iun arid I would certainly echo previously, as long as we 
h:ne a ~nlurir:try I-40r,rl donation service people arc gibing blood beccttise they are wishing to help and 
.:to sotneIfl!np posirive. they are not given because they are ,going to be paid for it, l think we have a very 
at blood transfusion service, we have now got an added element that comes into it but I think people 

can contuiuc to receive blood on the basis that it is the appropriate step in their care at that time 

PRESENTER 

Doctor thaukvcu 1 i juiniir us on the lunch tun.;, news aswell today it is just coining up to thirteen 
Ininrrt: l.rxsI. one. well one group of pr tientc who maybe concerns cl by what has been revealed today 
are Hie rnoptuiiacs who due to their condition have to have regular transfusions to stay alive, joining us now is .GRO-A whu_e fourteen ;rear end son ir!?: has been infected by blood supplies with Hepititis C and Hepatitis li. Three tltous;uid people have been utfectt.d with Hcpititis C in the U. K_ it is a disease 
whict. can nurse eruaus liver failure and other serious condition s• GRO-A _l good afternoon 

LS ; vl 96 "9a v0d z,a9 S-1AiSSA I i Tu 568T'SLE6TO 

HS000002507_0002 



r_._._....i 
i GRO-A? 

avd ~i Cif, 0-nti 

You heard Cr Swe;ger(PH) there a Public health Doctor saying that you should not be alarmed but we 
should be interested, which side of the fence do you fall 

GRO-A 

\Vell I think flat although vie should aot become by tetical about any of these tSSucs it is very very 
• important rhnr the blood is correctly screened before it is used in any way what do ever and quite 

apparently front the news this week and the outbreak of the discovery of Hepititis A and certain blood 
trcatn,entc and again of Hepititis C - we need to be sure that the product is being screened correctly so 
that clus does not get through 

PRESFNiEft 

Your son[GRG.A Iii.; to have regul:u blood transfusions_ i5 it made clear to Mutt and to you that there 1s a 
nock, aeon it' it is not a risk that call actually be e..tabh hed how big a risk it. is that CJD maybe passed 
Onto turn 

i GRO-A 

No not .,t all, it has never oern tm ntioned 

PRE PRESENTER 

And whit do you think of that 

• iGRO-Aj 

WdIi again it is quite a frighteriing thought that there is a possibility, we already know that there are 
+atjru~ vntes that can get through in the blood and we need to do something more serious about this;
i mean for instance in the case of'GRo and the haemophiliacs that require blood products an a regular 
basis they should be given a safer product L E. a tecomhanunt (PH) product which is now produced 
from totally synthetic mewls, it has no human blood in it at all 

PRESENTER 

Now i understand this is a synthetic product rather than using human blood but it is u case that this is quite expensive 
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GRO_Al 

It is very expen'ir :rnd unforruately the aoveznment in their wisdom have now slapped seventeen and 
s half percent VAT on it aswell which puts it way beyond most hospital budgets, it is fat too expensive 

PRESEN"! 13K 

Briefly IaL= us Liriugli [GRO.Aj case, flow did he coltttacT Hepititis 

!GRO-A! 

He had bcrt viii , un;ections ovei a few n.onte.. blood concentrates since he was diagnosed as 
havimt t aror.,phtha shcn he was ten months old and approximately ten years ago come of the blood 
tIutrnent that he was given wa infected with Hepititis C and also T and we found out two years ago 
that he is actually walking around with Hepititis C 

PRF SIN!-Fit 

L there a concern now that the ignorance about contracting Hepitits, well maybe repeated with CID 

i GRO.A i 

Almost definately I mean it took all those yeius for people to suddenly decide that yes Hepitihs C was 
there, it %A as ru> I .mg t caused non A iuid nori P Hepititis, it was actually these in the blood and it was 
Hepietic (: and this is flow dangerous ii is 

PRESENTER 

So wlhar: would )'du say now to the medical powers that he 

i GRO•A:

I tl,inl: t.li :y har:r. C!Ot to di ,  eiious thinking. i+botil. what they are doing and sort the whole 
-ituation Out, it i not good enough that we are all being exposed to all these things all the time 

PRESEN'ITiR 

-.GRO-A - th:rnlryon for ou ting us on the lunch time news 
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