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Expose g: Cover-upNo'1

Mrs Shephard: Kept quiet

by ALAN WATKINS

HUNDREDS of people will not
be told they were given blood
transfusions from donors who
tater died from CJD.

1 he Government decisinn was k.

cn at “the highest level to
sparc patenis unnecessary
anxiety'.

But TODAY can rcveal
the Department of Health is
attempting s THIRD Mad
Cow Disease cover-up in 10
years.

it comes just days afler
ministers and top heahh of-
licrals pledged (0 reassure
the pubhc by investigaing
all uspects of the brain dis-
case — Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy in cattle
and its human f(orm,
Creutzfe!dt Jakob Discasc

Agnculture minmisier Gil-
han Shephard hus admiited
e kept quier for 32 duys
aliet France demanded guar-
antees that Banish caltle were
free of Mad Cow Disease.

Already. 22 blood donorns
arc amang |56 people who

have died from CJO in the
last three years.

Health bosses know thair
names, and the names of
those who received theit
hload. But they arc refusing
o investigate because they
say CJD 15 nol iransmitied
n blood.

This is a direct contradic-
tion of their decisian in
1989 banning donations

Hundreds kept in the dark

from anyenc wih ncuro-
logrcal discases. o who had
undergone growth haomone
trcatment with human
pituitanes.

The National Blood
Transfusion Scrvice then
claimed the Goverment

feated hlow coutd be con-
wovnated with ihe infecine
ageot thar Canses €
Butin o ssatement o TO-
DAY. the Depanment of
Health a10. " There are no
plans (o trace the recipents
of (he hlood donanons.
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There 15 no scientific evi-
dence of any risk of CJD
through blood or blood
products and so counselling
would be inappropnate.

In the ofvence of aine
st fue CHD. aue helpful
inlormativn conld be giv-
e, cither reassuring pa-
tients iclling them that
they were at risk ™
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‘Research
spurned’

A TOP scicatist yesier-
day condemned the
Government for aot in-
vestigating CJD blood
donations.

Medica! expert Lyn-
ette Duwnbie, of Mel-
bourne University and a
leading authority on
CJD in Australia, said:
“It seems an stteropt at
a massive cover up.

“We desperately need
as much research into
this as we can get.

“I cannot understand
how any Government in
the world can tumn their
back on the opportuniry
for research.”"
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